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Mr . Thomas G. l'larde I I
Chai rman
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Dear Mr. l^lardell:

Re: Ientatlv-e- rBproval--l{qtl-Ee-afilten!1sn-la-C-onnex.ce Latqe--Mi nl-ng
Operattons. Asphalt Rldge. Uintah County. M/047/022. Ulntah County, Utah

Ne apologize for the delay ln responding to your l'lining and Reclamation
plan permit appl icatlon, submitted to the Dtvision on May 9, 1988. l{e are
lnterested in getting you an approved permit as rapldly as we are able.

l.le have completed our review of your plan and do, at this time, grant a

tentative approval. Your plan, as a whole, ls thorough and well organized.
l'le would, however, ask that you make the fol lowlng changes before flnal
approval I s granted:

Page 30 - Reclamatlon Plan, Solls:

Durlng our slte Inspectlon, on June 14, 1988, we notlced that area R-2 was

composed mostly of a gray earthen materlal wlth little evldence of volunteer
vegetation. l'le would expect simi lar areas on slte, to be diff icult to
revegetate. The color of the materlal ls probably the greatest llmlting
factor due to the higher soil temperatures that will be generated during
summer months. Any type of alternate material would no doubt work better than
the dark materlal.

Ne recommend that this section be rewritten to incorporate language
committing the operator to the borrowing of topsoil material or substitute
material to cover overburden material that is dark or gray ln color.

An alternative to bringing in substitute materlal would be to mulch the
area with 4,000 lbs/ acre of natlve hay. The mulch ls applied by spreadlng it
evenly over the ground. After spreadlng, lt should be crlmped into the
substrate materlal by dlscing or other devlce that wlll track the hay Into the
ground.
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Page 3l and 32 - -Reclamatlon Plan, Seed l'llxtures:

lle recommend that you change, sllghtly, the three seed mlxtures that you

ttave piopot.O. ir prop6se that-you Inireale.the number of specles to be

seeded and thereUy in.'seedlng rite. The addltlon of these specles rlll
Increase tne probiblllty of tntttat revegetatlon success and add varlgly to
tne ieiuf ttng' veg;iatlv-e communl ty. A virte.d^vegetatlve cormunlty.wl I I
irprou.-the iood'source and habltit for wlldl'lfe, and ensure long term

veletalve success and eroslon control . l'le suggest the fol lowlng seed

mi xtures:

Seed Mlxture #l

Grass:
Thlckspike Nheatgrass
Streambank l'lheatgras s

Crested Hheatgrass
Russ I an Hl I drYe

Forbs:
Cl cer Ml lkvetch
Yellow Sweet Clover

Seed Mlxture #2

Grasses:
Crested l{heatgrass
Thicksplke Hheatgrass
Indian Rlcegrass
Russian ill ldrYe

Forbs:
Cl cer Mi lkvetch
Yel low Sweet Clover

Seed Ml xture f3

Shrubs:
Four Ning Saltbrush
l^li nterf at
Rabbl tbrush

Pure Llve Seed/lb

Total =16 lbs

Pure Live Seed/lb

Total =13 lbs

.75
Total =5.75 lbs
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Page 33 - Reclamatlon Plan, R-2:

Ne recommend that the area R-2 be graded to a more rolllng topography,
and that lt be retopsolled (wlth substltute topsoll materlal) prlor to
seedlng. At a minlmum, the sedlment pond at the base of R-2 should be
adequately slzed to contaln the proJected runoff volume from a l0yr-24hr storm
event. Runoff should be channeled gradually Into the pond.

/
Page 35 - Reciamatlon Plan, R-3:

The plan Ilsts two slope options for the regradlng of the overburden In
the R-3'area. The more gradual 3H/lV option ls a much more preferable
conf I guration than the 2HllV. l.ll th 3H/lV slopes, revegetatlon success wl I I be
greater as will the reduction of eroslon potential.

Page 38 - Reclamatlon Plan, Area R-5, pits:

Upon cessation of mlning operatlons, Ulntah County proposes to construct
a berm near the southern boundary of the mlned out plt area. Thls plan ls
lntended to keep dlsturbed area runoff from affectlng Asphalt Rldge Operatlng
Company's (AR0C) adJacent minlng operatlon. Thls proposal ls acceptable only
as a.Le_mporary solutlon to control surface runoff from this portlon of the
mine slte.

Upon flnal reclamatlon, Ulntah County, AROC and/or other responslble
partles, must reestabllsh a stable surface dralnage conflguratlon for the plt
areas that wlll, to the extent practlcable, blend Into and conform wlth the
surroundlng topographlc constraints. The Dlvlslon suggests that the county
and AROC work out a reasonable proposal before thls mining appllcatlon ls
approved. 0therwlse, this requlrement wlll be a condition to our approval of
the mlnlng appllcatton and ultimate release of both operator's final
recl amatlon obl I gations.

Page l3 & l4 - Requests for Varlance, M-l0(3) Impoundments, M-I0(5) Hlghwalls,
M-10(8) Roads & Pads, M-10(14) Solls:

The Divlsion hereby grants the varlance requests under the provislons as
outlined In the application and according to the following condltions:

The varlance request M-10(14) will be llmlted to those areas previously
dlsturbed and to outcrops and excesslvely steep terraln where removal
would be lmpractical. Areas yet undlsturbed by the minlng operation will
not be covered by thts varlance.
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The varlance request on page 14, regardlng rellef from bondtng wlll be
partlally granted. The Board of 0ll, Gas, and Mlnlng advlsed the
Dlvlslon staff, on August 25, 1988, that Ulntah County wlll be allowed to
self-bond. In other words, a Board Contract can be made between Ulntah
County and the Dlvlslon of 0ll, Gas, and Mlnlng Instead of postlng a
reclamation bond. Ulntah County must flll out two forms, a Board
Contract and a Reclamatlon Agreement. I have enclosed two draft coples
of these forms for your Informatlon. The forms have not yet been
f inal lzed. l..lhen they are, I wi i I send the f inal verslon to you.

, Page 23 - Minlng Plan, Alternatlve #2 & #3:

The proposed core drill holes may need to be processed under a separate
notlce of intention to commence exploratlon. This ls not necessary lf the
exploratlon ls conducted as developmental drtlllng whtch ls approved as part
of the orlginal Notlce of Intentlon to Commence Large Mlntng Operations (see
attached Informatlon, under Rule R6l3-lM-3(5), Exploratlon). If the core
drl I I Ing results prove favorable, then the orlginal appl tcatlon must be
amended to Include the appropriate alternatlve mining proposal.

l,le will be able to conslder grantlng a flnal approval of this
appllcatlon, after a 30 day publlc comment perlod, and under the following
conditions: l) no adverse comments are received regarding this appllcatlon
and the development of thls site, 2) the Board of 0ll, Gas, and Mining concurs
that the form and amount of surety ls sufflclent, 3) the Divlslon flnds that
the above outllned concerns and recommendatlons have been responded to
adequate I y .

The Dlvlslon wlll now publlsh a notlce wlth a nevrspaper In your locallty
outllning the speclflcs of your operatlon and this tentative approval.

Please contact Holland Shepherd should you have further questions
concernlng this document or the pending flnal approval.

Sincerely,

,L . r /s^&
Lowell P. Braxtor{
Admi n i strator
Mineral Resource and

Reclamation Program
Hl^ts/J b
enc I osures
cc: J. Barnes, l{EMBCo

AROC

Ulntah Basln Assoclatlon
of Governments

1,,1. Hedberg
H. Shepherd

5/8-r r


